Hermund "Herman" Melheim was born in 1891 in Sogn,
Norway. He arrived in Minnesota in 1915, He purchased
six Alaskan reindeer and a sleigh and toured the Midwest
during the holiday season. To feed his reindeer, he gath-
ered moss from around Lake Kabetogama. He became
known as “The Reindeer Man” who traveled cross-country
with his team and sleigh, visiting sick children in hospitals
and bringing smiles to parade goers as he joined festivities
nationwide.

In 1933, he and wife Lillian built their log cabin not far
from the lake. This is where his talent for wood carving
came to the licht. Neading furniture for the cabin, Her-
man started carving with a pocket knife and some tools
he made himself. “We had lots of good white pine on
our property and | had lots of time,” said Melheim.

Visiting the Melheim home was a treat for friends and
visitors alike. Its simplicity of hand-fitted logs was some-

thing that wasn’t seen very often. Nestled among a
dense forest composed mostly of pine and aspen trees,
it seemed to almost be in a little world all its own.

Using native white pine, Melheim grooved and
fitted together the logs to make a substantial
weatherproof house, with no chinking. The parti-
tions within were log also. There were three bed-
rooms, one downstairs, the other two on either
side of the second floor, with an open stairway off

the living area leading to them.

A tiny beu above the Z&‘Oﬂt dOOt announced a

guest’s arrival; a journey into the congenial world

of the Melheim’s had begun.

Inside, visitors delighted in finding a vast number
of carved treasures. The interior of the cabin was
just as beautifully rustic as the exterior. The open-
beamed ceiling accentuated its charming simplicity.
The living room, the main attraction for visitors,
was a veritable show case of wooden handiwork.
Every piece of furniture, except for one chair given
to them as a gift, was made by Mr. Melheim, from
the hutch on one wall to the ash tray stand behind
the platform rocker. The dining room table was
particularly beautiful; its hand-carved top could be
extended on all four sides by simply pushing a lever, the carving continuing on the four leaves. Many

of the chairs in the room were carved from a single pine log. Others resembled barrels with their slat
construction fitted together to form the lower parts of the chairs.






